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Part 1: How we know what we know



National Youth Administration workers “use ingenuity and skill in making toys 
for  the use of children in WPA Nursery schools.”  (National Archives)







“Girl in Washington D.C. slum area. Dec 1937,” Gordon Parks



transition  The common sense of the prison industrial complex
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Policing is never done; it’s always unfinished business. The issues 
that we’re facing now are going to require years to solve.

Former New York City Police Commissioner, William Bratton, 
quoted in the New York Times from his farewell speech, 2016



Why is that person bad? The prison forecloses discussion of that. 
What is the nature of the badness? What did the person do? Why 
did the person do that? If we’re thinking about someone who has 
committed acts of violence, why is that kind of violence possible? 

Why do men engage in such violent behavior against women? 
The very existence of the prison forecloses the kinds of 

discussions that we need in order to imagine the possibility 
of eradicating those behaviors.

Angela Y. Davis, Freedom is a Constant Struggle, 2015



Part 2: What designers do?



Ashley Hunt
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JUSTICE IN DESIGN _ 6

Justice in Design—a team comprised of architects, 
designers, planners, social and environmental psychologists, 
and incarceration reform advocates—was asked to produce 
a set of programming and design principles for future 
jails in New York City. This work began as an outgrowth 
of a partnership between Van Alen Institute and The 
Independent Commission on New York City Criminal Justice 
and Incarceration Reform, convened at the request of 
New York City Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito and 
chaired by former New York State Chief Judge Jonathan 
Lippman. The partners asked the project team to explore 
several questions:

1. How can we create jail designs that are more healthy, 
rehabilitative, and respectful?

2. What impact does jail have on the community, and how 
can a decentralized jail system improve these negative 
effects?

3. What social services and programming can be included to 
help people re-enter communities?

4. What site elements are important to include in the design 
of community-based jails?

5. What types of neighborhood services can be offered to 
complement a community?

THE TEAM AND MANDATE
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JUSTICE HUB
IN THE CITY

A building open and inviting to 
all with programs to benefit all 

aspects of the community



The Justice Hub offers a diversity of opportunities in the neighborhood and fosters healthy experiences. Its presence in the community enables a higher standard of local 
accountability for the criminal justice system. It not only supports a more just and efficient judicial process, but cultivates positive civic identity and understanding.
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98 NYC BOROUGH-BASED JAIL MASTER PLAN NYC BOROUGH-BASED JAIL MASTER PLAN

community concerns

SAFETY

Would a new jail make my community less safe?
Existing jail sites do not see higher rates of crime. In the year 
the Brooklyn Detention Center reopened in 2012, the area 
experienced a steeper reduction in crime than any other 
precinct in Brooklyn North. Since then, the precinct has seen 
a 20% decrease in crime, compared to 14% citywide.

PROPERTY VALUES

Would a new jail decrease my property values?
Since the Brooklyn Detention Center reopened in 2012, 
the average home sale price increased by 14%. The areas 
around both the Brooklyn and Manhattan facilities have 
some of the highest property values in the city.

HOME INSURANCE

Would a new jail increase my home insurance rate?
Proximity to a jail does not factor into most home insurance 
calculations.

PARKING

Would a new jail cause parking issues in my neighborhood?
Through the planning process, we would accommodate as 
much off-street parking as possible within the site to reduce 
parking strains in the community. All four facilities would 
include parking for staff. 

Modern facilities would replace the outdated jails of today. These new 
facilities would be integrated into the look and feel of the neighborhood.  
Their interiors would be built with state-of-the-art design for a more humane, 
safer environment that promotes better mental health and medical services. 
Their exteriors would include retail and other amenities to serve the 
neighborhood.

a jail as a good neighbor

amenities
• Architecture and design 

that enhances the 
neighborhood with minimal 
street-level impact

• Parking, loading, and 
services on-site and 
indoors

• Ground-floor spaces open 
to the public, such as 
community facility and 
retail uses

• Safe and flexible layout to 
maximize recreation space 
and natural light

• Better health and mental 
health services

• Comfortable visiting rooms 
for families and children. 
Respectful spaces for 
women and mothers

PROPOSED GROUND-FLOOR ACTIVITY ON ATLANTIC AVENUE, 
BROOKLYN 

VISITING ROOM WITH CHILDREN’S AREA





Nicole M.



transition Community building



Policing fails.
The Oakland Power Projects (OPP) builds the capacity for Oakland residents to reject police and policing as the default 
response to harm and to highlight or create alternatives that actually work by identifying current harms, amplifying existing 
resources, and developing new practices that do not rely on policing solutions.

The Oakland Power Projects is a community-led organizing project.
Critical Resistance’s Oakland chapter spent more than two years fighting a successful campaign against gang injunctions 
in Oakland as part of the Stop the Injunctions Coalition. In the spring of 2013, as the city abandoned its two temporary 
injunctions (in North Oakland and the Fruitvale) and moved on to other policing schemes that continue to fail the people 
of Oakland, Critical Resistance began to consider taking up new work. Through a steady and intentional process, Critical 
Resistance members talked to close allies from the Stop the Injunctions Coalition to get a sense of the perception and 
experience of the current policing landscape in Oakland, and asked what work could reduce the reach of policing into 
Oaklanders’ daily lives and take steps toward making policing obsolete.

We identify projects through a multi-step process. We start by having one-one-one interviews with Oaklanders about 
their experiences of their city and neighborhoods, their experiences with police, and their dreams and ideas for creating 
wellbeing in Oakland. Through collective listening and reflection on the themes, concerns, and ideas that arise in 
interviews, we map out common threads. From those, we choose an idea to develop with people who raised the ideas and 
others who are well-situated to begin capacity – and strategy-building around the Project theme. Together, we workshop 
ideas and needs to arrive at a shape, goals, and next steps for the Project, along with a core of people to organize it and 
carry it out.

The long-term goal is to have multiple Projects, taking on and remaking approaches to wellbeing at once, and reducing the 
harmful influence of policing on the city and people’s lives.

Oakland 
POWER ProjectsTh

e

Oakland Power Projects builds capacity to invest in practices, relationships, 
and resources that build community power and wellbeing. We can make our 
families and neighborhoods safe and healthy without relying on the cops.

OPP 1 
anti-policing 

healthworkers 

cohort



Part 3: Knowing/making abolition – being in two places at once 





Do you live in Oakland? 

How long have you lived in Oakland? 

Where do you like to spend time? Why? 

Do you feel safe there? Why? 

Where do you feel most safe? When and 
why? 

Have you ever called the cops? Why did you 
call? 

What made you feel like they were the best 
option? 

What happened as a result of the call? 

Did that solve the problem? 

Can you think of something that might 
have? 

What do you wish would have happened? 

What would have prevented you from 
calling the cops in the first place? 
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transition knowing together and making otherwise





Thank you.

Shana Agid
Parsons School of Design

agids@newschool.edu


